
 
 

 
 
On two separate occasions, the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees 
(UNHCR) determined that Jews fleeing from Arab countries were refugees that fell within the 
mandate of the UNHCR. 

 
“Another emergency problem is now arising: that of refugees from Egypt. 
There is no doubt in my mind that those refugees from Egypt who are not 
able, or not willing to avail themselves of the protection of the Government 
of their nationality fall under the mandate of my office.”  

Mr. Auguste Lindt, United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees, Report of the UNREF 
Executive Committee,  Fourth Session – Geneva 29 January to 4 February, 1957. 

 
 “I refer to our recent discussion concerning Jews from Middle Eastern and 
North African countries in consequence of recent events. I am now able to 
inform you that such persons may be considered prima facie within the 
mandate of this Office.”  

                     Dr. E. Jahn,  Office of the UN High Commissioner,  United Nations High Commissioner for 
Refugees,  Document No. 7/2/3/Libya,    July 6, 1967: 

                                                 
1 Estimates based on UN document “Trends and Characteristics of International Migration since 1950 – 
Refugee Movements and Population Transfers” (UN Department for Economic and Social Affairs, 
Demographic Study No. 64 ST/ESA/Ser. A/64). 

          Jewish Population in Arab Countries 1948-2001 
 

  19481 1958 1968 1976 2001 

Aden 8,000 800 0 0 0 

Algeria 140,000 130,000 1,500 1,000 0 

Egypt 75,000 40,000 1,000 400 100 

Iraq 135,000 6,000 2,500 350 100 

Lebanon 5,000 6,000 3,000 400 100 

Libya 38,000 3,750 100 40 0 

Morocco 265,000 200,000 50,000 18,000 5,700 

Syria 30,000 5,000 4,000 4,500 100 

Tunisia 105,000 80,000 10,000 7,000 1,500 

Yemen 55,000 3,500 500 500 200 

TOTAL 856,000 475,050 72,600 32,190 7,800 

 (Roumani 83) (AJY 58) 
(AJY 69;  
Yemen: AJY 70) (AJY 78) 

(AJY 01;  
 AJY 88) 


